EELB 230 Introduction to Education - Murillo

Observation 2

CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION/ENVIRONMENT/MANAGEMENT

*all questions must be completed

*You cannot use a classroom that lacks El &/or Special Needs students
Your name? _____________ Your e-mail address? ______________

Observation class grade level? ________ 
Percentage of students with free/reduced lunch (SES)?__
Number of ELLs?_______

Teacher’s name?_________________________________________

School name?___________________________________________

School site phone number?__________________________________

District name?____________________________________________
1. What rules and rituals shape classroom life?  

      A.  How does the day begin?  

      B. What does the teacher do?  

      C. What do the students do?  

      D. How do students know what to do and when to do it?  

· A) What did you observe?

· B) How does this information affect teaching & learning?

· C) Textbook/subject matter support for your conclusions 
2. How does the way the day begins affect the emotional climate in the classroom?

· What did you observe?

· How does this information affect teaching and learning?

3. What subjects are taught?

How much time is spent on each subject?  What materials are used for each subject?

· A) How much time is spent on each subject?

· B) What materials are used for each subject?

· C) Why do you think time is allocated this way?

4. How is classroom time spent?  

· How much of the time spent is academic time?  

· How much of the time is actual academic time?  

· How much is engaged time?  

· How much time is productive learning time?

5.  Are students grouped for instruction?  If so, how are they grouped?  Are the students in the same groups for all subjects?

· A) What did you observe?

· B) How does/should this information affect teaching & learning?

6.  Does the teacher demonstrate/model what students are expected to do?  Do the students understand the instructions?  How do you know?

· A) What did you observe?

· B) How does this information effect teaching & learning?

7.  How are ELL students provided for?  Are ELLs getting instruction that enables them to complete the required work?

· A) What did you observe?

· How are ELL students receiving instruction in the classroom?  Are they able to understand the information?

· Are there pull-out programs for ELLs?  If so, how does this affect the students?

· B) How does/should this information effect teaching & learning?

8.How are special needs students provided for?  Are they getting instruction that enables them to complete the required work?

· A) What types of special needs students are in this classroom?

· B) How are their special needs accommodated?

· C) How does/should this information effect teaching & learning?

9. How are student’s accomplishments assessed?  What happens if a student does not understand the work or does not do well on an assignment?

· A) What did you observe?

· B) How does this information affect teaching & learning?

10. Look at how the classroom furniture is arranged.  

a. Where is the teacher’s desk?  

b. How are the students’ desks arranged?  

c. Are there specific work areas in the classroom? 

· A) What did you observe?

· B) How does this information affect teaching & learning?

11.  What is the emotional climate of this classroom?  Is it positive or negative?  To determine emotional climate, observe teacher behavior in terms of smiling, movement around the classroom, listening, use of cooperative learning strategies, allowing students’ choices…

· A) What did you observe?

· B) How does this information affect teaching & learning?

12. Is authority delegated to students?  If so, how?  Do students keep the same authority?  How is it assigned and changed?

· A) What did you observe?

· B) How does this information effect teaching & learning?

13. How is noise controlled?  Is this a quiet classroom or a noisy classroom?

· A) What did you observe?

· B) How does this information effect teaching & learning?

14. How are rewards and punishment used?  What is most effective?  

· A) What did you observe?

· B) How does/should this information effect teaching & learning?

· C) Why do you feel this way?

15. What is the purpose of having recesses during school hours?  How does it affect students when recess is taken away?

16. What should be done for/about students who do not finish their assignments in the allotted time?  Why do you think this?

