EELB 230 Introduction to Education - Murillo
Observation 1

Student Diversity – Human Differences and Similarities

*all questions must be completed
*You cannot use a classroom that lacks El &/or Special Needs students
Your name? _____________ Your e-mail address? ______________

Observation class grade level? ________ 
Percentage of students with free/reduced lunch (SES)?__
Number of ELLs?_______

Teacher’s name?_________________________________________

School name?___________________________________________

School site phone number?__________________________________

District name?____________________________________________

1.  What physical or physiological differences exist in the students? (height, weight, physical and manual dexterity, personal needs for space or bodily movement)

· A)  What did you observe?

· B)  How does/should this information affect teaching & learning?

· C)  Why do you think physiological/physical differences should or should not make a difference?

2.  What is the age span for students?

· A)  What did you observe?

· B)  How does this information effect teaching & learning in the classroom you are observing?

· C) Should/does a difference in age affect instruction?   Why or why not?

3.  What is the gender distribution in the classroom?

· A)  What did you observe?

· 1. How many boys are there in the class? girls?

· 2. Are boys and girls treated equally?

· a. called on the same number of times

· b. given the same amount of time to answer     questions

· 3. What is the relationship between age and gender in the classroom?


· B)  How does/should this information affect teaching & learning?

4.  What are the home languages of the students?  What languages are used in the classroom?  Playground?  How many of the students in the class are English Language Learners (ELL)?

· A)  What did you observe?

· B)  How does this information affect teaching & learning?

· What does the teacher do to help second language learners?

· Do second language learners seem to understand/be able to do the work?  How do you know?

5.  What is the ethnic distribution of the students?  What is the ethnicity of the teacher?




· A)  What teacher student behaviors did you observe related to ethnic distribution?

· B) Use Banks’ levels of multicultural education to determine what approach is being used in the classroom.  Explain why you chose this level?
6.  What is the socioeconomic status (SES) of students?  Is there a range of SES?




· A)  What did you observe?

· B. Explain what the free/reduced lunch information from greatschools.com means

· C) How does this relate to “family patterns”?  

· D)  How does/should this information effect teaching & learning?   

7.  What is the span of achievement levels among students in reading? Mathematics? Social studies?  Science?


· A)  What did you observe?  

· What are the reading and math levels given in greatschools.com for the students in this grade level at your school?

· B)  How does/should this information affect teaching & learning?

· What does the teacher do differently for students at different achievement levels?

· Do you think this is appropriate?  Why?
8.  What types of special needs students are in this classroom?  How are these needs accommodated?



· A)  What did you observe?

· B)  How does/should this information affect teaching & learning?

· C)  Textbook/subject matter Support for your conclusions

9.  What is the longest and shortest time it takes students in the class to complete an assignment?



· A)  What did you observe?

· B) What did students who finished quickly do?

· C) What did students who needed more time do?

· D)  How does/should this information effect teaching & learning?

· E)  Textbook/subject matter Support for your conclusions

Overall Reflection:  What do the answers to these questions and the conclusions you drew suggest to you about the effects of diversity on teaching and learning?  What have you learned and what do you need to learn to help you be an effective teacher?

