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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to use a qualitative analysis to assess how well Junior High School prepares disabled students with vocational skills. Day Creek Intermediate School is the educational institution for this study. Forty-six At-Risk and Regional Occupation Program (ROP) students were surveyed by a questionnaire for the results of this analysis. According to the results of the survey, Day Creek Intermediate School does adequately prepare the disabled students with vocational skills.
Introduction 

Youth with disabilities have a difficult time obtaining and maintaining employment and very few continue in post-secondary education (National Council on Disability, 2004). This difficulty begins because of the youth’s incomplete awareness of their disability. In education, the students who learn about their disability have a better chance of becoming successful. During their education, a parental support should also be supplemented because the legal guardian will also gain a broadened awareness of the student’s disability (Eckes and Ochoa, 2005). After the acknowledgement of a disability, the students can begin to learn the vocational skills that would be necessary in the work force (Sabbatino & Macrine, 2007). Supportive employment services can assist a disabled youth’s difficulty in obtaining and maintaining employment by providing an awareness of the limitations caused by a personal disability, as well as an understanding and mastering of the desirable vocational skills in the work force. Students need job specific supportive skills for a successful pre-employment, employment, and/or participation in assisted work (Garcia-Iriarte, et al, 2007). Ultimately, knowledge, awareness, and adequate support help disabled students with vocational progression and the attainment of realistic goals (Garcia-Iriarte, et al, 2007). 

How well does Junior High School efficiently prepare disabled students with adequate vocational skills? For this study, the following definition applies for the term disability: frequent depression, difficulty getting along with others, trouble concentrating, trouble coping with stress, difficulty with money management, difficulty with communication, physical difficulty, mental difficulty (U.S. Census Bureau, 2008).

Design and Methodology
Day Creek Intermediate School is located at 12345 Coyote Drive, Etiwanda, Ca, 91739. The intermediate school instructs 6th, 7th, and 8th grade. It is classified as the 10th ranking school when compared to similar schools in California (California School Rating, 2008). The average class size has 28 students (California School Rating, 2008).  The school instructs 28 courses (California School Rating, 2008). Fifteen percent of the student’s parents at Day Creek Intermediate School have a Graduate Degree, 35% have a College Degree, and 35% of the parents have some college education. The remaining 16% of the student’s parents at Day Creek Intermediate School are High School graduates with a small percent that are not High School Graduates. 

The data collection process included a 7-question survey completed by two classes of 23 students at Day Creek Intermediate School. A total of 46 students were surveyed. The classes included At-Risk students and ROP students. Only At-Risk and ROP students were chosen to participate in the survey because of their classification as disabled. One week before the survey, a permission slip was distributed to the parents and/or legal guardians of the students. The intent of the permission slip was to inform the parents and/or legal guardians of the survey’s purpose and obtain permission for the student. For your reference the survey questions and parental/guardian permission slip have been attached.

The data collection survey questions were intended to assess if Junior High School efficiently prepares disabled students with adequate vocational skills. The limitation of the survey’s design is that it only provides knowledge about what the students receive from their education. The advantage of that limitation is that it provides assistance to the perception of disabled students’ view of their future success. The disadvantage of the survey is that it only provides the perception of the student. It does not provide the viewpoint of parents or teachers for a comparison or give information for what additional assistance needs to be provided.

Presentation of findings

	
	MosT
	
	LEAST

	Teacher/Parent Encouragement
	27
	9
	3
	6
	1

	Career School/Studies Encouragement
	25
	10
	5
	2
	4

	Academic Exploration
	22
	14
	6
	3
	1

	College Interest
	34
	7
	2
	0
	3

	School Assistance for possible College Assistance
	13
	20
	7
	2
	4

	Parental Assistance
	10
	10
	15
	5
	6

	Teacher Assistance
	9
	10
	13
	9
	5

	Total
	140
	80
	51
	27
	24


The significance of our study was to assess if Junior High School youth with disabilities thought that they would have a difficult time obtaining and maintaining employment or pursuing a post-secondary education. According to the survey result the At-Risk and ROP students at Day Creek Intermediate School thought that they were adequately prepared with the necessary vocational skills for successful future. Overall, the students were interested in going to college. The At-Risk and ROP students were also in a general agreement that they were encouraged by their teachers and parents to go to college, to attend career school/studies, and to explore various academic options. However, the students were not in agreement or similar thought regarding the help that the school provides with ways to get into college, teacher assistance with grade difficulty, and/or parental assistance with grade difficulty.
Conclusion
The purpose of this study was to use a qualitative assessment for the analysis of Junior High School’s preparation of disabled students with vocational skills. Day Creek Intermediate School’s At-Risk and ROP students were surveyed by a questionnaire for the results of this analysis. According to the results of the survey, Day Creek Intermediate School does adequately prepare the disabled students with vocational skills.

 A student’s progress toward the early steps of adulthood, achievements of personal outcome, and a middle-to-high class socioeconomic role can be highly affected by disability. The student’s type of disability often overshadows the classifications of race, ethnicity, family structure, and income (Wells, et al., 2003). Students with disabilities need to become more aware of their disabilities, in an effort to self-advocate their individual purpose and desires (Eckes and Ochoa, 2005). In an effort to assist their students by law guidelines, the instructors, instructional assistants, and job advocates must also become more knowledgeable of their students’ special needs (Eckes and Ochoa, 2005). 

Recommendations for further research
Students with learning disabilities are a growing group of the academic population that should continue to be researched and assisted for post high school success. General subjects that could be researched further or would possibly change the results of our study include the school ranking. Day Creek Intermediate School was ranked #10 based on a comparison with nearby similar schools. A school with lower ranking may not have a curriculum or the same available vocational options for disabled students. The education of 85% of the students’ parents at Day Creek Intermediate School had a minimum of “some college education and up to a Graduate degree”. A student with parents of a higher education may or may not have additional options available for services at home. Information about such additional options to support disabled students should be researched. Other possible subjects that could be researched further for students with disabilities would include the reasons why students do not have a general agreement or similar thought about:

· The way that the school provides help for disabled students and a post-secondary education.

· How students can receive help from their parents, if they are having trouble with their grades.

· How students can receive help from their teachers, if they are having trouble with their grades.

As well as, the reasons why students do have a general agreement or similar thought about: 

· An interest in pursuing college

· Encouragement toward academic exploration, attending career school, and attending college. 
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Please answer the following questions using the scale of 1 to 5, (1 being the least and 5 being the most.)










Least
      1  2  3  4  5       Most

Are you encouraged by your teachers and parents to go to college?                               1  2  3  4  5

Are you encouraged to attend career school/studies?                                                      1  2  3  4  5

Does your school encourage academic exploration?   (Electives)                                   1  2  3  4  5

Are you interested in going to college?                                                                            1  2  3  4  5

Do you feel your school provides ways to help you get to college?                                1  2  3  4  5

If you were having trouble with grades, you ask your parents for help.                          1  2  3  4  5

If you were having trouble with grades, you ask your teachers for help.                         1  2  3  4  5

Additional Comments__________________________________________________________________

Dear Parents,

In order to understand Day Creek’s Special Education and At-Risk students better, the attached questionnaire will be distributed to students to fill out.  Although, your child’s response to the questionnaire may additionally be used in the data analysis for a statistical Master’s Thesis Report, it is intended to help our teachers evaluate their class standards toward the thought of Day Creek students and higher education.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (909) 803-3300.

I give permission for __________________________________to participate in the above mentioned questionnaire.

_____________________________________________________

