Abstract
The high school drop out rate in the United States are alarming, especially among minority populations (National Center for Education Statistics, 2001). In this study we will take a closer look at Hispanic student’s attitudes toward their education and examine if there is correlation between attitudes and the drop out rate among minorities. For the purpose of this study attitude is defined as a complex mental state involving beliefs, feelings, values and dispositions to act in certain ways. Furthermore, we will attempt to provide a lay out of the legitimation of inequality that exists and continues to grow in our schools today. Furthermore, we will discuss the significance of this legitimation of inequality in creating and maintaining the negative attitudes of students pertaining to the low track. Finally, we will also discuss my specific research study and my attempt to focus this study on the attitudes of Hispanic students toward their education by conducting two classroom surveys in the area where we teach in. 

Background

Problem Statement


There is a major problem in the education system in the United States because minorities continue increasing the rate of dropping out of high school. In the United States 1 in 8 children never graduate from high school (Christenson and Thurlow, 2004). In this study minorities are defined as Hispanics, African Americans, and Native Americans. But among those included in this group and the one with the highest rate of dropouts are the Hispanic Students. Hispanic students are defined in this study as the students with origins in Spanish-speaking countries.


In the United States, in 2001 there were 3.8 million students that dropped out of school. Of those 27% were of Hispanic origin (National Center for Education Statistics, 2001). As this alarming rate continues to grow so does many of our other social problems will continue to grow. There will be more gang activity which will increase crime rate due to unemployment. In addition, unemployment due to dropping out of high school will also cost our country a great loss in billions of dollars in revenues, welfare programs, unemployment and increase crime rate (Christenson, Sinclaire, Lehr, & Hurley, 2000).


I will take this nation wide problem and focus it specifically on the attitudes of Hispanic Students that continue to add to the drop out rate. I think that Hispanic high school students are the ideal sample for this study because this group is experiencing the inequalities that exist in their education. By interviewing Hispanic students it will provide us with their attitudes toward their education as they pertain to the minority class and the low track group of students in high school. 


In addition, I will also focus this study at the local level. In a nationwide study done from 2003-2004, it was found that in Riverside County, Hispanic students have the highest dropout rate which is about 12%, while San Bernardino County has both Hispanic and African American ethnicities as the highest percentage of students that dropout of school (Hispanics ~20%, African Americans ~22%) (Quality of Life, 2004). It is important for us to try to understand and figure out why Hispanic students continue dropout in the Riverside and San Bernardino Countries specifically. This is because their might be differences in attitudes toward education between Hispanic students here in these two counties and students pertaining to other counties in this state or as well as those Hispanic students attending schools in other states in this country. Understanding Hispanic attitudes might help us decrease the amount of high school dropouts and most importantly take a closer look at the legitimation of inequality that exists here in the Riverside and San Bernardino Counties and make some changes in our educational system.


Currently there have been numerous attempts by the government and local organizations to try to stop the dropout rates of all students attending high school. In 2002 the government enacted the “Dropout Prevention Act” which provides schools grants and holds them accountable for helping decrease incidents of dropouts in their schools (Hansen, 2006). Another attempt to solve the situation on task is the “No Child Left Behind Act” enacted in 2001 that designed $1 billion to help provide student’s high-quality education including dropout prevention services (Hansen, 2006).


The attempts by our local government and local organizations are well intended but they are not seeing the harm that our educational system creates for many of our Hispanic students. The government and local organizations that want to help must focus their attention on the student’s attitudes that they have toward their education. Do they feel bored with the “water-down curriculum” or how they feel in comparison to the other students pertaining to the higher tracks who receive a different type of education? Many Hispanics feel that they will never be accepted to a university and never apply. Could it be that this negative attitude has been developed through our educational system? As researchers we research and focus our attention on a certain problem. Well if we take a closer look at our students and observe their attitudes we might see more successful Hispanics high school graduates.

Purpose of the Study


The purpose of this study is to examine the attitudes of Hispanic students that continue to add to the high school drop out rate. I would like to observe the attitudes that Hispanic students pertaining to the low track have in comparison to other students who pertain to the high track. Specifically, I will be targeting Hispanic students that are between the ages of 14-18 and currently enrolled in a high school in the San Bernardino County. I plan on interviewing at least 20 Hispanic students to obtain a big sample size in order to be able to see differences or patterns between Hispanic students within the same county. 


The research method that I will be using will be Jeannie Oakes three self-concept scales that will be included in the student survey. The questions that will be included in the interview will elicit responses regarding student’s views of themselves generally, how they see themselves in relation to their peers, how they feel in regards to their academics, and about their plans for educational futures they might have considered. In addition, I will also have the students grade their schools using the same grade method they are graded with such as A, B, C, D, and Fail. Finally, I will end the interview with a set of more general statements which Oakes used as a measure of overall satisfaction with their class. 


I want to incorporate this self-concept scale interview in my research in order to obtain an array of attitudes among Hispanic students attending high school in the San Bernardino County. In addition, I want to conduct this type of interview to see if Hispanic students pertaining to the lower class correspond closely with certain kinds of attitudes. By examining student attitudes toward their education I hope to demonstrate that the majority of Hispanic students pertaining to the low track receive an unequal education in comparison to other students pertaining to the high track and that legitimating inequality in our education leads to negative attitudes toward learning and any future educational aspirations.

Significance/Importance of this Study


As an educator I am concerned about the attitudes of Hispanic students that continue to add to the High School drop out rate. The results of this project are important for governors and educators to know because it can educate them on intervening with this population that continues to lead in the high school drop out rate. Furthermore, it could also help educate governors on future plans as they will be able to see the inequality that exists in our high schools today and make it an even playing field for every race.


In addition, this study could contribute to educating parents of what is happening in our high schools today that lead many of our minorities to dropout. Educating our parents about their son’s or daughter’s attitude toward their education will hopefully create more active participation on the part of our parents. By having the active participation of parents can also help us intervene with Hispanic adolescents who decide to dropout because they will also be educated in the high value of higher education.


I have read a number of articles and heard and seen many news reports that deal with high Hispanic dropout rates. My research projects is original in that it asks for the students attitude toward the education they are receiving, and also in that it only focuses on the San Bernardino County where I currently live in and teach.

Chapter Two

Literature Review

Introduction

The high school drop out rate in the United States are alarming, especially among minority populations (National Center for Education Statistics, 2001). In this study I will take a closer look at Hispanic student’s attitudes toward their education. The research question that I will use to guide my study is, if there is a correlation between Hispanic high school student’s attitudes and the dropping out rate? For the purpose of this study attitude is defined as a complex mental state involving beliefs, feelings, values and dispositions to act in certain ways. This literature review will cover the following categories: First, this chapter will analyze data on the Hispanic Students that continue to add to the high school dropout rate. Second, I will utilize the theory, “Legitimation of inequality” (Bowles and Gintis, 1974) to examine how attitudes are influenced by structural factors maintained by schools through their various tracks or academic programs. Finally, this study will look at literature on current differences in attitudes between the high class and low class students known as the “Self-concept” (Oakes, 2005). I believe high school academic tracks effects our Hispanic student attitudes in staying or leaving school.

The attempts by our local government and local organizations are well intended but they are not seeing the harm that our educational system creates for many of our Hispanic students. The government and local organizations that want to help must focus their attention on the student’s attitudes that they have toward their education. Do they feel bored with the “water-down curriculum” or how they feel in comparison to the other students pertaining to the higher tracks who receive a different type of education? Many Hispanics feel that they will never be accepted to a university and never apply. Could it be that this negative attitude has been developed through our educational system? As researchers we research and focus our attention on a certain problem.

Findings
First Site: Country Rates of Hispanic Dropouts

The dropout rate is a major problem in the United States schools. In the United States 1 in 8 children never graduate from high school (Christenson and Thurlow, 2004).  Hispanic students continue to have the highest rate of dropouts at about 28% (Llagas, 2003). Hispanic students are defined in this study as the students with origins in Spanish-speaking countries.


In the United States, in 2001 there were 3.8 million students that dropped out of school. Of those 27% were of Hispanic origin (National Center for Education Statistics, 2001). As this alarming rate continues to grow so does many of our other social problems will continue to grow. There will be more gang activity which will increase crime rate due to unemployment. In addition, unemployment due to dropping out of high school will also cost our country a great loss in billions of dollars in revenues, welfare programs, unemployment and increase crime rate (Christenson, Sinclaire, Lehr, & Hurley, 2000).


I will take this nation wide problem and focus it specifically on the attitudes of Hispanic Students that continue to add to the drop out rate. I think that Hispanic high school students are the ideal sample for this study because this group is experiencing the inequalities that exist in their education. Interviewing Hispanic students will provide educators in understanding how they view their education.

Table 1: Country High School Dropouts 
[image: image1.emf]
Second Site: State of California Dropout Rates


The data for the state of California demonstrates a difference between the United States and California. Mentioned earlier, Hispanics have the highest dropout rate in the United States while in California the African Americans have the highest percent of dropouts with 35.8% (O’ Connell, 2009). Although not the highest there is a concern because Hispanics continue to have a higher rate of dropouts 26.7% (O’ Connell, 2009) in comparison to the Asians and the Caucasian students. The next step is to use this information to compare the rates with the dropout rates of the San Bernardino County to see how we compare to the positive growth that the Hispanic students are demonstrating.

Table 2: California High School Dropout Rates

Comparing Dropout Rates Chart

	Type
	2006-07
	2007-08

	African American 
	35.8%
	34.7%

	Asian
	9.0%
	8.4%

	Latino
	26.7%
	25.5%

	White
	13.3%
	12.2%


(O’ Connell, 2009)

Third Site: San Bernardino County Dropout Rates

In addition, I will also focus this study at the local level. In a nationwide study done from 2003-2004, it was found that San Bernardino County has both Hispanic and African American ethnicities as the highest percentage of students that dropout of school (Hispanics ~20%, African Americans ~22%) (Quality of Life, 2004). It is important for us to try to understand and figure out why Hispanic students continue to dropout in the San Bernardino County specifically. This is because their might be differences in attitudes toward education between Hispanic students here in these two counties and students pertaining to other counties in this state or as well as those Hispanic students attending schools in other states in this country. Understanding Hispanic attitudes might help us decrease the amount of high school dropouts and most importantly take a closer look at the legitimating of inequality that exists here in the San Bernardino County and make some changes in our educational system.

Differences in Attitudes between the High Class and Low Class Students

Jeannie Oakes (2005) discussed students’ attitudes toward themselves, their classes, their subjects they were studying, and their school. Oakes identifies the concept of “three tracks,” (The low track, middle track, and the high track). Each track contained different attitudes about themselves and their educational experiences. Furthermore, she even went on to see what student’s educational futures they are considering. The high track students have a better opportunity in receiving a higher education because of the many advance placement classes they offer. “Higher-track students had substantially higher educational aspirations than the other students and considerably more positive academic and general concepts” (Oakes, 2005). These are the students who when asked about their self perceptions answer with (“I’m proud of my school work” and “I’m good in Math”) While students of the lower class and were the majority of Hispanic students pertain to tend to have the most negative views of themselves both academically, generally, and the lowest expectations for their educational futures. So, is the school at fault by creating this status pyramid where the students pertaining to the low class have negative attitudes toward higher educational aspirations?

Theory: “Legitimating Inequality”

Well, this leads to study made by Gintis and Willis in which they label this enforcement of different groups as “Legitimation of inequality.” In this study (Bowles and Gintis, 1974) presented that, “Through this legitimation process, students learn to accept the unequal features of the larger society-hierarchical authority structures and unequal pay, for example-as natural” (1974). This illustrates why Hispanic students pertaining to the bottom class come to see limited future roles in society as largely appropriate and acceptable for them. While students at the top of the strata view elite positions as their due and pushes them to have higher educational aspirations. In this “Legitimating of inequality,” Hispanic students had lower aspirations, felt more negative about themselves academically, and expressed more feelings of general unworthiness than did students in higher classes. What is interesting in this study is that students at the bottom class don’t see their schools as less acceptable than students at the top. “In other words, all students learn respect for the school hierarchy and its authority and view rule following, direction, taking, punctuality, and passive participation as appropriate institutional behaviors, even if they don’t adopt these behaviors” (Bowles and Gintis, 1974). In conclusion, Hispanic students will develop passive attitudes in conforming to just getting a minimum job or just graduating with no future educational goals.

Discussion
Currently there have been numerous attempts by the government and local organizations to try to stop the dropout rates of all students attending high school. In 2002 the government enacted the “Dropout Prevention Act” which provides schools grants and holds them accountable for helping decrease incidents of dropouts in their schools (Hansen, 2006). Another attempt to solve the situation on task is the “No Child Left Behind Act” enacted in 2001 that designed $1 billion to help provide student’s high-quality education including dropout prevention services (Hansen, 2006).

When comparing the United States, California, and the San Bernardino County I came to the conclusion that Hispanic students still make up the majority of students that continue to add to the dropout rate. Most importantly, I can use the dropout demographics in the data to see what attitudes Hispanic students have about their schools. Analyzing and comparing the data can also help understand why Hispanics continue to be one the minorities with the highest dropout rate in the San Bernardino County (County where I currently teach).

The theory of “Legitimating Inequality” (Bowles and Gintis, 1974) helps understand why our Hispanic students don’t enjoy their schooling experiences. Through this theory I have realized that many Hispanic students develop passive attitudes when they realize that the education they are receiving is not the same as the students of other races. Although schools say that they provide an equal education to all students, in reality there is a “Legitimation process” (Bowles and Gintis, 1974) in which students start to accept they are part of the lower education curriculum. Because of the “hidden curriculum” or lower, remedial curriculum that many Hispanic students receive they develop lower educational aspirations. Explaining why many of our young Hispanic adolescents feel bored at school and why they develop negative attitudes about themselves academically that will then lead them to dropout. 

I plan on Interviewing and observing students in two different schools in the San Bernardino County to compare their attitudes and see if our schools are “Legitimating Inequality” (Bowles and Gintis, 1974). Upon receiving the results of my interviews I can use them to present at the San Bernardino County School Districts in an attempt to focus their attention on the Hispanic population in our high schools. The districts can then work together to develop a course of action and hopefully eliminate the “Legitimation of Inequality” that probably exists in our school districts. 

The study or concept of “Three tracks” (Oakes, 2005) explains that students develop a self concept in which they place themselves as part of the high class, middle class, and lower class in high schools. Tracks can be defined as a class or group in which students contain the same qualities (In this case education) and depending where they stand receives different types of educational opportunities. The hierarchy that exists in schools is an eye opener because depending where the student or schools place them in leads them into developing a positive or negative attitude about education. 

Conducting the interview in the two schools in San Bernardino can be used as a sample to represent the San Bernardino County. The results can be then used by the districts to see what can be done to eliminate the “Three Tracks” (Oakes, 2005) or hierarchy structure that exists in our schools. Omitting tracking can lead to a more positive self concept for our students. Offering advance placement classes for all students who wish to enroll in can produce higher educational aspirations. Most importantly, using the information from the Oakes study can help schools improve by dropping the numbers of dropouts and by increasing the number of Hispanics students that graduate high school.

As an educator I am concerned about the attitudes of Hispanic students and how these contribute to the high school drop out rate. The results of this project are important for educators because it can educate them in developing and implementing intervention for this population. Furthermore, it can also help shed light on increasing our understanding of the role of schools and structural factors that contribute to student attitudes in dropping out.

Chapter Three

Design and Methodology

     
As a high school teacher one concern that comes up frequently is, what are the reasons that students drop out? Obviously there are many different personal reasons why students stop going to school but after more research a big concern was uncovered. Locally, statewide and nationwide the Latino population consistently holds the “honor” of having the highest percentage of students who drop out of school. The question is why?


After more research to verify these statistics, the investigators wanted to know from a high school student’s point of view, why they thought the drop out rate was so high in this designated population. The team decided to use the quantitative method approach. Discussing the best means to obtain this information and considering the group that we would be questioning, we came up with a survey that was designed to be easy to fill out with a modicum effort from the students. Each participant of the group designed appropriate questions on the subject and as a group we narrowed it down to ten significant questions that would best guide us in understanding the dilemma of the high school drop out rate.


The groups that were used were students from a High School class in Riverside, and a selected group of Latino students in a Rialto high school. Each student was given the survey with the understanding that it was anonymous, but was asked to designate their ethnic background, gender, age, grade in school and what language was spoken at home. Nine of the questions were formulated in a 5-point Likert scale with the answers ranging from strongly disagreed, disagreed, no opinion, somewhat agreed and to strongly agree. The tenth question was an opinion type question where they needed to write out their answer. (See attached addendum)


After the data was obtained, the group decided to find the mean and the mode for each question and find the similarities or disparities amongst the answers. Knowing the statistics verified the fact that the Latino population continued to register the highest drop out rate as a population, the survey is used to distinguish which area the students consider to be the reasoning behind these statistics.  One teacher decided to formulate another questionnaire that was more of an interview type survey, to further obtain information to our question. (See attached addendum, questionnaire 2) These were categorized depending on the general answers to the questions.  

Findings 
After having distributed the survey to the students, we focused on the mode of several answers.  We found that there was a correlation between the answers of the students who took the survey in the city of Rialto and those in Riverside. When answering these questions the students were presented with the survey in a safe environment where they felt safe to answer the questions truthfully. These findings are not a true representation of the entire Latino population in these regions. We focused on the following questions based on what we felt might be a reason Latino students drop out of school. The focus questions and answers are as follows: 

1) Do you feel included in your classrooms? 

The majority of the students responded with some what agree 

4) Have you been peer pressured not to perform your best? 

Most of the students disagreed. 

5) Do you feel that the curriculum meets your need? (Do you feel connected to the subject or what is being taught)? 

The students also answered as they somewhat agreed.

 8) Do you have a strong motivation or ambition to complete high school? 

They all responded as they strongly agreed. 

The final question that was asked but had the most variety in answers was 10. 

10) Why do you think students drop out of high school? Explain?

As we read the answers for 10 we saw a variety of answers that were unfamiliar the, most was shocking was to see that the reason why most Latino students drop out is because of the need to help the family financially. On student in particular wrote, family needs money so they get the oldest kids and put them to work, to help support the family. Unfortunately this is where the Latino tradition takes place, as well as their focus on survival as their number one priority.

      A second questionnaire was made for the Riverside students to answer, which involved an opinion type survey for more thought out answers. These included a variety of questions, which was followed by suggestions from the students. The focus questions for this questionnaire were the following:

1) What do you think is the reason Latino students have the highest drop out rate? The most     common answer was family issues and the need to get a job to help financially. The second most common was that some students think that they can survive without an education.  The third most common answer was the pressure of drugs, gangs and violence. It was very interesting to see that it was not a number one answer.  

4) Why do you think that some students don’t care for school? Some students said, it was because they feel it will not help them in the future, just like some of their parents who went to school and are working in something different, or because other parents didn’t graduate and the students do not feel they have to either.  Another reason was the lack of attention they receive from the teachers and their unwillingness to help them. 

6) What do you think will help students become more involved in school? These suggestions had a bigger variety, some students suggested for students to get involved in schools as well as to have their parents more involved.  Others suggested, getting help and believing that someone will take the time to help, they suggested for the teacher to be more encouraging. 

     The answers to this question were unusual to see because as the researchers and facilitators, we were expecting to match the results to the research and the reasoning of other researchers who have also focused on the Latino Dropout rate to have the same outcome. We felt as if our findings did not correlate as the rest of the findings having previously been done. Some things that we would like to have done differently would have been to ask the students who have dropped out a questionnaire. The questionnaire might have focused on the following questions: 

1) What do you think was the reason why you dropped out of high school? 

2) Thinking about the past, what was the moment you feel was the time that made you lose interest in school? 

3) What grade were you when you felt you were loosing interest in school and why?

4) What kind of suggestions would you give a student who is considering dropping out of high school? 

     Based on the answers that they provide we would consider following it with an interview, to further understand the reasons and possibly try to understand and motivate more Latinos into perusing their high school education, and graduating with a high school diploma.
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH


Some things that we would like to have done differently would have been to ask the students who have dropped out a questionnaire. The questionnaire for further research could include questions such as the following: 

1) What do you think was the reason why you dropped out of high school? 

2) Thinking about the past, what was the moment you feel was the time that made 

you lose interest in school?

 3) What grade were you when you felt you were loosing interest in school and 

why?

 4) What kind of suggestions would you give a student who is considering 

dropping out of high school? 

Based on the answers that they provide we would consider following it with an interview, to further understand the reasons and possibly try to understand and motivate more Latinos into perusing their high school education, and graduating with a high school diploma. 

Chapter 4

Conclusion

In conclusion, we were a little surprised with the results of our data as it proved there is no correlation between Hispanic student’s attitudes and the High School Dropout rate. Furthermore, it contradicted what our literature review stated that school inequality developed negative and passive attitudes in Hispanic students about their education. Could it be that the students we chose to survey were too young in their education?  My survey was done with ninth graders and I wonder if the results would differ if I was surveying juniors and seniors. Juniors and seniors would have more time in the system and their perspective might be a lot different from incoming ninth graders. The comforting and promising news that we obtained by conducting this research is that at least ninth graders don’t have negative feelings about themselves, their school, and their education. Drop outs will continue and more with a crisis such as the one we are currently living in. All we can do is make an attempt to reduce the rate of Hispanic and other minorities dropping out of school. Conducting and sharing this research will hopefully reduce the Hispanic High School dropout rate.
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Appendices
Questionnaire  #1
Ethnicity_______________  Gender_____________  Age________  Grade___________

What kind of language do you speak at home? __________________

	
	
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	No Opinion
	Somewhat Agree
	Strongly Agree

	1
	Do you feel included in your classrooms?
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Have you ever been put down by a teacher?
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Do you feel confident about your self?
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Have you been peer pressure not to perform your best?
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Do you feel that the curriculum meets your needs? (Do you feel connected to the subject or what is being taught?)
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	How strongly do you feel a high school/college education will help you for your future?
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Does your Latino background (like mother tongue language) affect your academic performance?
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	Do you have strong motivation or ambition to complete high school?
	
	
	
	
	

	9
	Do you agree that the drop-out rate in high school is very high?
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	Why do you think students drop out of high school? Explain
	


Questionier #2
Ethnicity_______________  Gender_____________  Age________  Grade___________

What kind of language do you speak at home? __________________
1. What do you think is the reason Latino Students have the highest dropout rate?

2. Why do you think students become lazy in school?

3. What do you think makes school seem hard?

4. Why do you think that some students don’t care for school?

5. What type of pressure do you feel in school?

6. What do you think will help student become more involved?
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